/VWS5  .    £>S'^  ,3l:\J\  <.£  W Q  ^  ^ 2      / 


*  UMASS/AMHERST 


31S0bU  0372  131M  b 


Lucretia  Crocker 

Fellows 


1991-1992 


Exemplary  Teacher 
Initiated  Programs 


^atv  /  a.^ 


1991-1992  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellowship  Program 


Massachusetts  Board  of  Education 

Mr.  James  F.  Gain,  Chairperson,  Gloucester 

Dr.  Raquel  Bauman,  Vice  Chairperson,  Holden 

Mr.  John  J.  Gould,  Boston 

Mr.  William  K.  Irwin,  Jr.,  Wilmington 

Martin  S.  Kaplan,  Esquire,  Newton 

Mr.  S.  Paul  Reville,  Worcester 

Dr.  Richard  R.  Rowe,  Belmont 

Ms.  Theodora  A.  Sylvester,  Springfield 

Mrs.  Frances  M.  Turner,  South  Egremont 

Rev.  Michael  W.  Walker,  Brockton 

Dr.  Joan  Wallace-Benjamin,  Boston 

Ex  Officiis 

(Voting  Privileges) 

Mr.  John  David  Cashman,  Marblehead 

Chairperson,  Student  Advisory  Council 

Dr.  Piedad  Robertson,  Secretary,  Executive  Office  of  Education 

(Nonvoting  Privileges) 

Mr.  Paul  G.  Marks 

Chancellor,  Higher  Education  Coordinating  Council 

Ms.  Rhoda  E.  Schneider,  Acting  Commissioner  and  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Education 
Division  of  School  Programs 

Elizabeth  Twomey,  Associate  Commissioner 

Carole  Thomson,  Executive  Director 

Barbara  Libby,  Lucretia  Crocker  Program  Coordinator 


The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education  insures  equal  employment/educational  opportunities/affirmauve  action 
regardless  of  race,  color,  creed,  national  origin,  or  sex,  in  compliance  with  section  504. 

Publication  #  16957 

Approved  by  David  Thomas,  State  Purchasing  Agent 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education 


1385  Hancock  Street,  Quincy,  Massachusetts  02169 

The  Lucretia  Crocker  Program 

Jot  the  dissemination  of e^emptary  programs  created  By  Massachusetts  teachers 


September  23,  1991 


Dear  Colleagues  and  Friends  of  the  Lucretia  Crocker  Program: 

On  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  the  Board  of  Education,  and  Department  of  Educa- 
tion staff,  I  am  pleased  to  introduce  the  1991-1992  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows.  I  am  delighted  to 
share  information  on  the  teachers  who  have  been  selected  as  this  year's  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows 
and  the  exemplary  programs  they  have  developed  and  implemented  in  Massachusetts  schools. 

Again,  as  in  previous  years,  the  quality  and  variety  of  these  programs  and  the  individuals  who 
have  brought  them  to  life  in  the  classroom  are  worthy  of  recognition.  As  you  will  see  from  the 
profiles  of  the  Fellows  and  their  programs,  the  sixth  class  of  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows  represents 
a  cross-section  of  public  educational  programming,  activities  and  experiences  which  have 
emerged  from  a  wealth  of  creativity  and  commitment. 

We  have  also  included  the  individuals  named  as  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellow  finalists  whose  pro- 
grams are  considered  to  be  of  high  quality.  Interested  districts  may  wish  to  contact  these  teach- 
ers directly. 

We  are  now  beginning  the  next  phase  of  this  year's  program  and  school  districts  across  the 
Commonwealth  are  invited  to  consider  replicating  any  of  the  fellowship  programs  that  appear  to 
meet  the  needs  of  their  schools.  This  fall,  the  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows  will  conduct  workshops 
in  a  variety  of  educational  settings.  In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1991-1992  the  Fellows  will 
disseminate  their  programs  in  the  schools  or  school  districts  that  are  selected  as  dissemination 
sites. 

If  after  reviewing  the  program  descriptions  in  this  guide,  you  would  like  information  on  the 
application  process  for  becoming  a  dissemination  site,  please  contact  Barbara  Libby,  Program 
Coordinator,  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  1385  Hancock  Street,  Quincy,  MA  02169, 
(617)770-7610. 


The  Department  of  Education  is  very  proud  of  the  Lucretia  Crocker  Program  and  of  all  of  the 
individuals  who  have  made  it  possible.  We  hope  that  you,  whether  your  contact  with  the  pro- 
gram is  limited  or  ongoing,  will  share  our  excitement  and  belief  in  the  Program's  potential  to 
enhance  the  teaching  profession  and  improve  our  schools.  Together  we  must  continue  to  support 
and  spotlight  the  types  of  teachers  and  programs  exemplified  by  the  Lucretia  Crocker  Program. 
We  welcome  your  comments  and  any  suggestions  you  may  have  for  the  future  of  the  Program. 


Sincerely, 


"kUL^./U, 


Rhoda  E.  Schneider, 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Education 


The  Lucretia  Crocker  Program: 

Recognition  of  Teacher-Initiated 
Innovation 


This  resource  guide  describes  three  exemplary  educational  programs,  and  the  creative  and  dedi- 
cated teachers  who  developed  them.  Selected  in  a  statewide  competitive  process,  these  teachers 
constitute  the  sixth  "class"  of  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows.  As  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows  they  will 
be  available  throughout  the  1991-1992  academic  year  to  share  their  programs  with  teachers, 
schools,  and  school  districts  throughout  the  state. 

r 

Established  under  the  Massachusetts  Education  Reform  Act  of  1985  (Chapter  188),  the  Lucretia 
Crocker  Program  recognizes  the  importance  and  impact  of  teachers  disseminating  their  outstand- 
ing programs  to  other  teachers.  Like  the  19th  century  educational  reformer  for  whom  this  pro- 
gram is  named,  the  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellowship  winners  have  all  made  important  contributions 
to  their  own  schools  and  school  districts. 

Lucretia  Crocker  was  a  teacher  who  set  up  educational  programs  for  emancipated  Blacks  after 
the  Civil  War  and  then  returned  to  her  native  Massachusetts  where  she  promoted  the  develop- 
ment of  math,  science,  and  laboratory  science  for  females  as  well  as  males.  Above  all,  she  is 
remembered  and  honored  for  her  commitment  to  increased  access  to  educational  opportunity  for 
Blacks  and  women. 

Each  year  the  Lucretia  Crocker  Program  awards  fellowships  to  public  school  teachers  who  have 
been  instrumental  in  the  development  of  exemplary  educational  programs.  The  selection  process 
begins  in  February  at  the  school  district  level.  School  districts  nominate  one  educational  pro- 
gram and  a  teacher  or  a  team  of  teachers  who  have  been  instrumental  in  developing  the  program. 
(Districts  with  enrollments  over  10,000  students  can  nominate  one  program  for  each  10,000 
students.) 

Review  teams,  coordinated  by  the  Department  of  Education,  select  the  finalists  through  a  process 
of  rating  applications  and  on-site  visits.  After  a  statewide  validation  process  involving  intensive 
interviews,  three  teachers  became  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows  for  the  1991-1992  school  year. 

The  list  of  runners-up  for  the  1991-1992  Fellowship  Program  is  included  in  this  resource  guide. 
All  of  the  teachers  nominated  by  their  school  districts  deserve  recognition  for  their  outstanding 
contributions  to  the  education  of  students  in  the  Commonwealth.  Runners-up  have  been  invited 
to  apply  to  become  presenters  for  the  Curriculum  Seminar  Series. 


The  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows: 


Resources  for  the  Schools 
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The  Fellowship  winners  presented  in  this  guide  are  an  experienced,  committed,  and  creative 
group.  They  come  from  three  different  school  districts  across  the  state.  The  programs  they 
developed  span  a  variety  of  grade  levels,  emphasize  a  multidisciplinary  approach  to  the  curricu- 
lum, and  address  the  diverse  populations  in  the  Commonwealth. 

What  these  teachers  have  demonstrated,  above  all,  is  a  creative  capacity  to  make  programs  work 
in  Massachusetts  schools.  Like  other  teachers,  they  have  derived  energy  from  student  interest 
and  administrative  and  community  support;  like  others,  they  have  learned  to  work  within  budget- 
ary constraints. 

The  1991-1992  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows  are  available  to  schools  and  school  districts  that  are 
interested  in  learning  more  about  their  programs.  They  are  prepared  to  share  their  expertise  in  a 
number  of  ways:  offering  introductory  presentations  to  groups  of  administrators,  teachers,  and 
parents;  hosting  visits  to  their  home  schools  where  the  program  is  in  operation;  conducting 
inservice  workshops  for  teachers  and  classroom  demonstrations  with  students;  and  providing 
ongoing  technical  assistance  and  support  to  individual  teachers. 

The  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellows  are  prepared  to  work  closely  with  their  colleagues  in  other  schools 
to  adapt  each  program  to  the  needs  and  interests  of  each  school  or  school  district. 

The  level  of  commitment  required  from  the  school  districts  applying  for  the  Fellows'  services 
will  differ  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  program  being  disseminated.  In  some  cases,  Fellows 
have  indicated  the  importance  of  working  intensively  in  a  school  or  school  district  for  a  period  of 
a  month  or  more.  In  other  cases,  the  Fellows  see  themselves  offering  one  to  two  days  of  in- 
service  sessions  and  then  providing  individual  follow-up  as  needed.  Individual  patterns  of 
technical  assistance  most  appropriate  to  each  selected  school  or  school  district  must  be  arranged 
directly  with  the  Fellow  involved. 

Schools  and  school  districts  wanting  more  information  about  the  Lucretia  Crocker  Program  or 
interested  in  becoming  a  dissemination  site  can  contact  Barbara  Libby,  Statewide  Coordinator, 
(617)  770-7610. 


Mary  Kate  Fenton 

New  North  School,  Springfield 

Manipulatives  Make  the  Difference: 
A  Developmental  Math  Program 
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OVERVIEW: 

Students  today  need  to  value  mathematics,  but  first  they  must  understand  it.  Students 
must  begin  to  view  mathematics  as  a  life  skill  and  manipulatives  make  the  difference 
in  beginning  this  often  challenging  process. 

Teachers,  grades  preK-6,  participate  fully  in  Mary  Kate's  workshops,  experiencing  first 
hand  the  value  of  using  manipulatives,  calculators,  and  computers  in  the  teaching  of 
mathematics.  Mary  Kate  and  the  participants  design  a  program  that  will  empower 
today's  students  to  become  confident  problem  solvers. 

PROGRAM  PHILOSOPHY 

Mary  Kate  believes  that  the  subject  of  mathematics  is  accessible  to  every  child. 
Through  the  use  of  manipulatives  students  feel  more  comfortable  approaching  this 
subject.  Manipulatives  provide  the  bridge  that  students  need  to  cross  over  into  the 
world  of  the  symbolic.  Giving  numbers  meaning  and  using  concrete  materials  to  define 
concepts  is  one  way  to  take  the  mystery  out  of  mathematics.  Manipulatives  allow  stu- 
dents to  take  an  active  role  in  the  learning  process,  assimilate  new  information  and 
construct  their  own  mathematical  understanding.  This  synthesis  is  an  important  ingredi- 
ent for  achievement  among  students. 

Mary  Kate's  program  integrates  mathematics,  literature,  science,  social  studies  and  art. 
She  feels  tasks  should  be  designed  to  engage  students  in  problem-solving  activities  and 
foster  a  sense  of  mathematics  in  a  changing  world.  Students'  interests,  abilities  and 
experiences  are  also  important  factors  in  building  a  successful  mathematics  program. 
Designing  a  school  store  or  raising  money  for  a  community  project  are  two  good  ex- 
amples of  integrating  problem-solving,  critical  thinking,  and  skill  building  with  student 
interests. 

Knowledge  about  ways  in  which  students  learn  is  essential  to  teaching  mathematics. 
Once  a  teacher  has  identified  how  their  students  learn  best,  they  can  design  a  program 
that  meets  their  needs.  Mary  Kate  also  explores  journal  writing,  portfolios  and  student 
interviews  as  a  significant  part  of  the  evaluation  process. 


GOALS: 

This  program  offers  a  comprehensive  approach  to  the  teaching  of  mathematics  preK-6. 
The  primary  objective  of  the  program  is  to  develop  a  curriculum  and  an  environment  in 
which  students  can  obtain  "mathematical  power"  a  term  used  by  the  National  Council 
of  Teachers  of  Mathematics  to  mean  the  following: 

o  The  ability  to  explore,  conjecture  and  reason  logically 

o  The  ablity  to  communicate  through  mathematics 

o  The  ability  to  develop  personal  self-confidence 

o  The  ability  to  form  mathematical  ideas. 

To  fulfill  these  goals  Mary  Kate  will: 

o    Provide  teachers  with  a  well-trained  resource 

o    Provide  substantial  and  practical  everyday  applications  for  mathematics 
o    Provide  training  in  using  manipulatives  in  the  classroom,  problem- 
solving,  math  applications,  critical  thinking,  and  integrating  math  into 
the  curriculum. 

FOLLOW-UP: 


Mary  Kate  has  been  teaching  for  14  years  and  during  that  tenure  has  taught  many 
subjects.  She  began  her  career  teaching  the  writing  process  and  reading  enrichment. 
A  few  of  her  other  talents  include  computer  programming,  word  processing  and  writing 
curriculum.  She  spent  2  years  as  the  elementary  resource  teacher  for  the  city  of 
Springfield  and  during  that  time  provided  professional  development  for  teachers  and 
administrators.  She  is  the  chairperson  for  the  elementary  math  curriculum  committee 
and  has  been  a  speaker  at  the  National  Council  of  Teachers  of  Mathematics  national 
meetings  for  the  past  three  years. 

Mary  Kate  feels  that  her  diverse  background  has  helped  her  see  how  all  the  subjects 
depend  on  one  another  and  must  be  integrated.  Mathematics  cannot  be  taught  in 
isolation,  it  is  an  integral  part  of  our  daily  life  and  as  educators  we  must  help  the  stu- 
dents realize  this. 


Fred  Gross 

Brooks  Middle  School,  Lincoln 

Horizontal  Math  Program  for 
Mixed  Ability  Groups 


The  Horizontal  Math  Program  for  Mixed  Ability  Groups  is  a  program  that  fosters  the 
exploration  of  mathematics  within  a  context  in  which  all  students  can  successfully  par- 
ticipate and  make  contributions.  Students  become  the  center  of  learning  as  they  work 
as  individuals,  in  small  groups  with  math  partners,  and  as  members  of  a  whole  class. 
These  varied  grouping  arrangements  help  to  foster  a  greater  sense  of  meaning  of 
mathematics  through  discovery,  experimenting,  following  assumptions,  applying  and 
extending  math  concepts,  solving  problems,  concluding  and  questioning.  Students 
articulate  and  communicate  the  problem-solving  process  through  oral  presentations  and 
written  summaries.  Students  learn  to  connect  all  the  disciplines  to  mathematics  as  they 
explore  various  situations.  They  are  actively  designing  original  measuring  systems, 
interpreting  graphs  from  newspapers,  offering  opposing  points  of  view  when  provided 
with  the  same  set  of  statistics,  constructing  scale  models  and  blue  prints  of  buildings 
and  open  spaces,  and  determining  slope  and  its  relationship  to  work,  force,  and  energy. 

For  the  teacher,  the  program  emphasizes  student-centered  approaches,  exposure  to  a 
number  of  different  teaching  models,  reading  and  writing  in  mathematics,  and  creative 
and  thought-provoking  curriculum  for  mixed  ability  groups. 

This  program  is  currently  designed  and  intended  for  grades  five  through  nine  with  stu- 
dents ranging  from  academically  successful  students  to  those  children  who  have  persis- 
tent difficulty  in  mathematics. 

To  develop  and  sustain  the  Horizontal  Math  Program  for  Mixed  Ability  Groups, 

teachers  will  need  staff  development  time  to  attend  workshops,  review  existing  curricu- 
lum, design  original  curriculum,  and  explore  new  ideas.  They  will  also  need  regularly 
scheduled  meeting  time  for  feedback  on  teaching  methodologies  and  piloted  curriculum, 
and  sharing  new  ideas. 

Administrative  support  is  crucial  to  the  success  of  this  program.  This  support  comes  in 
the  form  of  attending  an  introductory  workshop,  providing  necessary  staff  development 
time,  facilitating  a  reasonable  timeframe  for  implementation  of  the  program,  and  articu- 
lating the  philosophy  and  importance  of  the  program  to  the  public. 

The  Horizontal  Math  Program  for  Mixed  Ability  Groups  can  be  helpful  in  a  number  of 
ways.  Fred  is  available  to  assist  schools  in  adopting  all  or  part  of  the  program.  For  the 


complete  program,  Fred  will  assist  a  school  or  school  system  to  expand  its  math  cur- 
riculum, while  simultaneously  changing  the  formats  of  the  math  classes  to  mixed  ability 
groups.  Fred  is  available  to  help  teachers  pilot  and/or  implement  some  or  all  of  the 
curricula  currently  in  existence.  Schools  may  choose  to  have  Fred  lead  workshops  on 
curriculum  development  and/or  workshops  and  demonstration  lessons  on  effective 
teaching  methodologies  for  the  math  class.  Finally,  Fred  is  available  to  work  directly 
with  teachers  and  students  in  their  classrooms. 

Fred  has  been  teaching  for  sixteen  years.  He  has  experience  teaching  all  subject  areas 
with  a  concentration  in  mathematics  and  science  at  the  middle  and  high  school  levels. 
He  has  developed  several  interdisciplinary  units  and  is  co-authoring  a  supplemental 
math  text  for  grades  6-9,  entitled:  The  Power  of  Numbers.  Recently,  he  was  selected  to 
serve  on  the  Teachers'  Advisory  Board  for  the  New  England  Middle  Schools.  Fred  has 
presented  workshops  sponsored  by  the  New  England  League  of  Middle  Schools,  Edu- 
cators for  Social  Responsibility,  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  and  the 
Citizens'  Educational  Resource  Center,  the  National  Diffusion  Network,  and  Lesley 
College. 


Maureen  Harris 

Tobin  School 

In  Celebration  of  Young  Writers- 
A  Schoolwide  Program 


In  Celebration  of  Young  Writers  -  A  Schoolwide  Program  immerses  the  entire 
school  community  in  process  writing,  using  school-wide  writing  themes  and  recognizes 
student  achievement  through  publications,  special  events  and  awards.  Maureen's 
program  improves  student  writing  and  self-esteem,  provides  instructional  support  for 
teachers,  increases  parent  involvement,  and  creates  a  better  school  climate. 

In  Celebration  of  Young  Writers  -  A  Schoolwide  Program  is  based  on  the  following 
beliefs  about  children  as  writers: 

1 .  Children  need  to  write  frequently. 

2.  Children  need  to  write  about  topics  which  are  meaningful  to  them. 

3.  Children  need  an  audience  for  their  writing. 

In  addition  to  these  beliefs,  the  theories  and  principles  of  process  writing  expressed  by 
such  educators  as  Donald  Graves  and  Lucy  McCormick  Calkins  are  the  foundation  of 
this  program. 

Description  of  the  Program 

All  students  and  teachers  grades  K-5,  (including  regular  education,  bilingual,  Chapter  I, 
and  Special  Needs)  participate  in  the  writing  program.  Teachers  meet  monthly  to 
choose  meaningful  and  interesting  writing  themes  and  discuss  approaches  and  re- 
sources to  be  used  in  the  classroom  to  develop  the  theme.  Throughout  the  year  writing 
workshops  are  presented  by  teachers  and  other  consultants.  In  the  classrooms,  stu- 
dents are  encouraged  to  use  different  formats  in  their  writing  i.e.,  stories,  poems,  letters, 
and  may  write  in  English  or  Spanish.  Students  often  collaborate  and  produce  a  group 
poem  or  story.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  assemblies  are  held  as  a  showcase  for  student 
writings.  Students  read  their  writings  on  stage  and  receive  rewards  such  as  certificates, 
pencils  and  pin-on  buttons.  Parents  of  student  writers  are  notified  by  letter  in  English  or 
Spanish  and  invited  to  attend  the  assembly.  Following  the  assembly,  photos  are  take  of 
the  students  and  their  parents  and  displayed  along  with  the  writings  on  a  bulletin  board 
in  the  school  lobby.  The  assemblies  are  also  videotaped  so  that  parents  unable  to 
attend  can  view  the  assemblies  at  home.  Writings  are  published  monthly  in  booklet 
form  and  distributed  throughout  the  school. 


Results  of  the  Program 

In  Celebration  of  Young  Writers  -  A  Schoolwide  Program  has  positive  results  for  the 
whole  school  community. 

Students  improve  their  writing  by: 
o    writing  frequently 
o    learning  about  process  writing 
o    having  an  audience  for  their  writing 

o    being  recognized  by  peers,  teachers,  administrators  and  parents 
o    working  with  teachers  commited  to  writing. 

Students  improve  their  self-esteem  by: 

o    receiving  positive  feedback  at  all  stages  of  their  writing 

o    learning  that  writing  is  a  way  to  express  their  uniqueness 

o    knowing  that  the  ideas  in  their  writing  are  valued 

o    reading  their  writing  on  stage  in  front  of  important  people  in  their  lives 

o    seeing  their  writing  displayed  publicly. 

Teachers 

o    feel  connected  to  the  school  as  a  whole 
o    learn  new  techniques  and  approaches  for  teaching  writing 
o    are  acknowledged  by  their  peers  for  sharing  ideas  and 
resources 

Parents 

o    feel  more  involved  in  their  children's  education 
o    learn  about  process  writing 
o    help  their  children  feel  a  sense  of  pride  and 
accomplishment  in  their  writing. 

Dissemination 

The  primary  prerequisite  for  teachers  to  implement  this  program  optimally  is  a  willing- 
ness to  work  together  with  other  teachers  to  share  ideas  and  learn  more  about  teaching 
writing.  The  program  could  be  adopted  as  described  above  or  adapted  to  meet  the 
specific  style  and  needs  of  a  school.  For  schools  interested  in  the  program  who  would 
like  on-going  technical  assistance,  Maureen  can  provide  the  following: 

o    workshop  with  teachers  and  administrators  to  develop  a  writing  program 

designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  school  and  student  population 
o    workshop  with  teachers  to  help  choose  writing  themes  that  are 

meaningful  to  students  and  reflect  the  cultural  diversity  of  the  school 
o    facilitate  meetings  where  teachers  share  ideas  and  resources  on  the 

writing  theme 
o    coordinate  the  planning  of  assemblies 
o    confer  with  individual  teachers  to  discuss  problems  they  may  be 

encountering  in  teaching  writing  and  offer  solutions 


In  addition  to  the  proceeding  workshops  on  this  program,  Maureen  will  also  share  with 
teachers  information,  resources  and  practical  strategies  in  the  following  areas: 

o  Process  Writing 

o  Writing  in  a  Second  Language 

o  Responding  to  Student  Writing 

o  Publishing  Student  Writing 

o  Using  Journals  in  the  Classroom 

o  Making  Big  Books 

Background 

Maureen  Harris  has  been  a  Spanish  bilingual  and  ESL  teacher  in  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  for  sixteen  years.  She  has  worked  with  Hispanic,  Cape  Verdean  and  Laotian 
students  as  well  as  students  in  the  regular  education  program.  Her  interest  in  teaching 
writing  began  in  1 982  when  she  attended  an  institute  at  the  Boston  Writing  Project. 
Since  then  she  has  made  writing  a  priority  in  her  teaching  and  has  attended  and  pre- 
sented many  workshops  on  this  topic.  As  part  of  her  role  as  a  Title  VII  Bilingual 
Teacher  Resouce  Specialist,  she  has  coordinated  two  school-wide  writing  programs, 
Showcase  Writers  at  the  J.J.  Hurley  School  (1984-1987)  and  the  Teddy  Tobin  Writing 
Project  at  the  Maurice  J.  Tobin  School  (1987-1991).  Maureen  has  shared  her  program 
in  numerous  workshops  across  the  state,  encouraging  others  to  "celebrate  our  young 
writers"  through  a  schoolwide  program! 


1991-1992  Lucretia  Crocker  Finalists 


The  individuals  named  below  are  this  year's  Lucretia  Crocker  Fellow  finalists.  These 
four  programs  are  considered  to  be  of  high  quality.  Interested  districts  may  wish  to 
contact  these  teachers  directly. 


Susan  Buzzee 

Murrayfield  Elementary,  Gateway  Regional  School  District  (413)  667-3414 
Working  Together 

The  Working  Together  Program  uses  techniques  of  cooperative  learning  to  teach 
social  skills  and  curriculum  subjects.  The  major  goal  of  Working  Together  is  to  have 
students  acquire  the  social  skills  that  allow  them  to  learn  successfully  while  working  in 
groups.  An  important  component  of  the  program  is  the  involvement  of  parents  in  the 
classroom  on  an  ongoing  basis.  Parents  are  engaged  in  the  process  and  use  the  model 
for  family  interactions  at  home.  Susan's  program  is  adaptable  to  all  grades  and  all 
subject  areas. 


Martha  Christian 

Silver  Lake  Regional  High  School,  Pembroke  Campus,  Pembroke  (617)  294-0961 
Shakespeare  Alive 

Shakespeare  Alive  provides  classroom  English  teachers  with  fresh  approaches  to  the 
teaching  of  Shakespeare.  The  program  is  designed  for  high  school  students  of  all 
ability  levels  in  urban,  suburban,  and  rural  settings.  Martha  uses  a  variety  of  teaching 
strategies  geared  toward  active,  cooperative  learning.  Her  program  gets  students  on 
their  feet  and  allows  room  for  students  to  bring  their  own  gifts  into  the  classroom. 

The  program's  goals  are  to  make  Shakespeare  accessible  to  a  wide  spectrum  of  stu- 
dents; to  provide  students  with  opportunities  to  gain  an  understanding  of  Shakespeare's 
work  through  classroom  performance;  and  to  encourage  interdisciplinary  collaboration 
through  the  study  of  the  English  Renaissance  period.  The  school  community  is  invited 
to  join  you--  jousting  in  physical  education  classes,  a  sword  and  shield  fabrication  in 
metal  shop;  a  final  banquet  for  the  entire  community.  Martha  is  a  skilled  facilitator  and 
was  selected  as  a  master  teacher  by  the  Folger  Shakespeare  Library. 


Betty  Rea 

Horace  Mann  Laboratory  School,  Salem  (508)  741-6220 
Multicultural  Studies-  From  the  Inside  Out 

The  Multicultural  Studies  Program  celebrates  diversity  and  the  value  and  richness  of 
the  many  cultures  of  the  world.  Students,  grades  four  and  five,  learn  about  their  own 
heritage  and  develop  a  respect  for  each  other;  celebrating  our  differences  and  our 
commonalities.  Parents  and  families  are  involved  in  intergenerational  oral  history 
projects.  Creative  classroom  activities,  multicultural  literature,  and  the  study  of  the 
children's  heritage  all  weave  together  to  help  children  develop  a  multicultural  aware- 
ness. Betty's  program  incorporates  cooperative  learning  strategies  and  the  teaching  of 
specific  social  studies  skills,  including:  research,  interviewing,  map  and  globe,  and 
critical  thinking  skills. 


Anne  Marie  Wolan 

Shaw  Elementary,  Dorchester  (617)  436-3145 

Start  Your  Day  with  a  Song 

Anne  Marie's  program  is  a  whole  language  approach  that  links  song  and  chant  to  the 
reading  and  writing  process.  Through  rhyme,  rhythm,  and  repetition  the  program  uses 
children's  natural  response  to  music  to  create  confident  readers  and  writers.  Children 
sing  along  as  a  group  and  the  text  is  available  to  create  a  natural  transition  from  the 
spoken  word  to  the  printed  word.  The  text  is  used  as  a  model  for  students  to  author  and 
publish  their  own  books.  Anne  Marie's  program  has  instilled  a  new  sense  of  confidence 
in  Chapter  I  classes  and  helps  all  children,  grades  K-5,  to  experience  success  and  joy 
in  reading. 


